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With unequaled authority and dramatic detail, the first volume of Charles Mooreâ€™s authorized

biography of Margaret Thatcher reveals as never before the early life, rise to power, and first years

as prime minister of the woman who transformed Britain and the world in the late twentieth century.

Moore has had unique access to all of Thatcherâ€™s private and governmental papers, and

interviewed her and her family extensively for this book. Many of her former colleagues and

intimates have also shared previously unseen papers, diaries, and letters, and spoken frankly to

him, knowing that what they revealed would not be published until after her death. The book

immediately supersedes all other biographies and sheds much new light on the whole spectrum of

British political life from Thatcherâ€™s entry into Parliament in 1959 to what was arguably the zenith

of her powerâ€”victory in the Falklands in 1982.  Drawing on an extraordinary cache of letters to her

sister Muriel, Moore illuminates Thatcherâ€™s youth, her relationship with her parents, and her early

romantic attachments, including her first encounters with Denis Thatcher and their courtship and

marriage. Moore brilliantly depicts her determination and boldness from the very beginning of her

political career and gives the fullest account of her wresting the Tory leadership from former prime

minister Edward Heath at a moment when no senior figure in the party dared to challenge him. His

account of Thatcherâ€™s dramatic relationship with Ronald Reagan is riveting. This book also

explores in compelling detail the obstacles and indignities that Thatcher encountered as a woman in

what was still overwhelmingly a manâ€™s world.  Mooreâ€™s admiration for Thatcher is evident, yet

his portrait is convincingly clear-eyed, conveying both how remarkable she was and how infuriating

she could be, her extraordinary grasp at mastering policy and what needed to be done, and her

surprising vulnerabilities. At the moment when Margaret Thatcher becomes a part of history,

Mooreâ€™s portrait enlivens her, compellingly re-creating the circumstances and experiences that

shaped one of the most significant world leaders of the postwar era.Â 
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This is not "Margaret Thatcher for Dummies" - a catch-up on the essentials of a world figure. It is a

vast work suitable for those who lived through or studied the 70s and 80s in Britain and are still

puzzled by outcomes (grammar schools, Rhodesia) over which she presided which were clearly at

odds with her beliefs. Moore provides all the fine detail and context required to understand these

apparent anomalies. Importantly, although he clearly admires his subject, he admires the truth more

and spares nothing in exposing episodes (such as so, so nearly selling out the Falkland Islanders)

which are air-brushed from the autobiography. Sadly, the degree of scholarship applied means that

we shall probably have some years to wait for the second volume.My only complaint regards

Moore's pedantic peppering of direct quotations with the annotation "(sic)". It's an unnecessary

distraction (if something is presented in quotes then I shall assume that it is verbatim and make my

own assessment of the intent and grammatical skill of the speaker). Above all, if Moore is that

pedantic then he (or his editor) cannot afford to commence his List of Illustrations with "Margaret

Robert's...(sic)"

Margaret Thatcher was an amazing political leader. In her own lifetime she was both admired and

reviled by many. Even on the occasion of her death the responses could be quite loud. Margaret

Thatcher: From Grantham to the Falklands is the first volume in a two volume biography of the Iron

Lady by author Charles Moore. Moore spent many years working on this project. Lady Thatcher

gave him access to her own material and encouraged others to talk to him. The only stipulation was

that the book be published after her death. Moore is quite thorough in his work. He covers

Thatcher's life in great detail. He also covers her personality. This is not an attempt to canonize the



subject. Thatcher is shown to be stubborn, difficult, and at times even a bit abusive of her

colleagues. Moore points out her many weaknesses as well as her strengths. The overall image is

not flattering, but it does show a very human Thatcher, something that we do not see very often

when she is portrayed.Thatcher's father made a great impression on her early life. He was a

storekeeper and a lay Methodist minister. Many of her strongest beliefs were instilled by her father

at a early age. This included a strong work ethic and a strong desire to help those in need. For all of

her critics claim to the contrary her greatest desire was always to look after the working men and

women in England. Whenever she looked at a bill she tended to look at it like a housewife

examining an item on the family budget. She disliked inflation because she felt that it wiped out the

hard earned savings of industrious workers. She fought hard to sell off government owned housing

to the people who lived in the housing.Moore tells us a lot about her early life. Thatcher was always

very closed about her personal life, always referring to discuss policy more than her own past.

Moore shows that Denis was not the first man that she dated, something that she always claimed.

We see that she was often so focused on her own life and career that she at times neglected other

members of her family like her sister and her parents. We also see Margaret the snappy dresser. It

is sometimes hard to remember that great people that we see in middle age were once teenagers.

Thatcher loved to shop for clothes and had a particular passion for hats. From the time she was

young she seemed to be destined to break down barrier. In the "old boy" world of education and

politics she took second place to no one. Moore recounts the story of a headmaster congratulating

the young Margaret on her luck at winning a prize in school. She responded that it wasn't luck, she

had worked hard for the award.Early on in politics she was added to the Shadow Cabinet in a

traditional "woman's position." She worked through that and soon showed the boys how to run a

government. Neither the Labour leadership nor the Conservative leadership ever knew what to do

with this upstart middle class woman who didn't seem to know her place in the system.Readers not

familiar with the British system of government (where the Prime Minister and the Cabinet are all

elected members of Parliament) it will seem amazing that from the beginning Thatcher had to fight

not only with the opposing Labour party, but with members of her own cabinet. Many in her cabinet

considered her as nothing more than a fluke and wanted to remove her from power so that they

would be able to resume the game of politics as normal. That was not to happen. At least not for a

long time.This book is very detailed and has extensive notes and sources. In fact if there is any

criticism it would be that it is too detailed. For a person who loves the minutiae of policy making this

book would be wonderful. For those looking for a general biography they may find it to be a little

cumbersome in the shear amount of detail given. One other observation. Most Americans know



very little about the English education system or the English system of government. This book is

written by an English author who assumes that everyone understands these topics. Perhaps a

glossary or an appendix explaining these systems would have been useful in the American

edition.These slight criticisms aside the book is well written and fascinating. If you want to learn

about one of the most important and fascinating political figures of the twentieth century then pick up

this book.

Although this is the authorized biography, and the author is an admirer of his subject, it is far from a

simple hagiography. Moore presents the matter researched coherently, then he mainly lets it speak

for itself. He also does not hold back from pointing out minor inconsistencies in previous accounts,

including in ThatcherÃ¢Â€Â™s memoirs.Moore is intelligent and diligent, and never allows his

narrative to become boring or repetitive. The extensive acknowledgments, endnotes and

bibliography demonstrate the depth of the research. Turning such a mountain range of material into

a well-organized, readable manuscript is a feat, which the author probably had to pursue while

keeping in mind one of ThatcherÃ¢Â€Â™s favorite prayers from Sir Francis Drake, which

encourages persistence.There are very many books available on this subject, but to me this is a

much more worthwhile a read than either a straightforward cheerleading account or a hatchet job. It

is critical in the best, evaluative, sense of the word. And although it points out the telling fact, it

never comes close to lecturing the reader.The organization of chapters on a thematic basis works

well, and provides a good mix, conveying ThatcherÃ¢Â€Â™s prodigious work ethic from her

schooldays on, and culminating in the momentous battles at home and abroad in the first part of her

premiership.
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